
Ta raise and donate funds, materials and
services to the Town of Acton for the
development and maintenance of the
Actan Arboretum; to educate the
cammuniy about the unique environ
mental, horticultural, geological and
historical qualities of the Arbaretuni.

property, about the process of wetland
and field succession, and, in an era of
decreasing public funds and natural
resources, about conservation, effective
horticultural practice; and generaljy to
do all the things permitted to non profit
organ izations under the provisions of
Chapter i8o of the General Laws of
Massachusetts and Section 501c3

of the Internal Revenue Code of 1984,
as from time to time thy are amended.

BECOMEAMEMBER

IRIENI)S afthe ACION

AItBORE1UM, INC.

P.O. ‘lox 2607

Anon, MA 01720

Introducing the first in a series of new educational materials for the Acton
Arboretum: a self-guided tour of the Upper Grounds. This pocket-sized
guide opens up to an II” x 14” full color map identifying points of interest
along the Orchard Loop and Wildflower Loop trails. The other side of the
guide lists detailed descriptions of thirteen stops labeled by number on the
map. Thirteen green-faced cedar posts with white numbers have been in
stalled along the trails to identify the locations. The tour begins at the Taylor
Rd. parking lot. Stops along the tour include the Swale Garden, Wooden
Footbridge, Hosta Garden, Butterfly Garden, Herb Garden, Old Apple Or
chard, Dug Pond, Open Meadow, Red Maple Swamp, Farm Quarries, Wild
flower Garden, Farm Ponds, and Lilac CoUection.

This project has been funded through the cooperation of the Friends of the
Acton Arboretum, the Town of Acton Conservation Department, Process,
Inc., and a grant from the William P. Wharton Trust.

The new self-guided tour is provided free with this newsletter to members of
the Friends of the Acton Arboretum. Save your guide for future visits. Addi
tional plans for distributing tour guides to the public will be announced in
the near future. Look for a notice in the kiosk and an announcement in local
newspapers for further information.

PHOTOS:

Top Left: View from under a crabapple

tree of the hosta garden and footbridge.

Top Right: The hosta garden is tour stop #3 on

the new Self—Guided Tour ofthe Upper

Grounds.

Boflom: The crabapple orchard in bloom.

FRIENDS
oftheACTQ N
ARBO RETUM

The U14er Grounds:
Visitors Enjoy Our
New Self-Guided Tour

Visitors ofall ages can enjoy the manyfacets ofthe Upper Grounds using our Self- Guided Tour

May 2005 I Volume 9 I Issue I

Our Mission
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WHO ARE THE FRIENDS?

If you’ve wondered about the numbered posts recently
installed along the main loop trails, then your questions
will be answered when you open the first self-guided
tour that accompanies this newsletter. I hope it piques
your interest and inspires yet another walk. The Acton
Conservation Commission Land Stewards recently as
sisted us with blazing the trails in the woodland areas of
the arboretum. Later in the season, you might see an
area being mowed along the path going towards the farm
ponds. That effort is the first step in a project to create
a lilac garden along that trail on its southerly slope. A
bench has been donated by sisters Holly Guaraldi and
Kelly Coyle and will be installed at the end of the But
terfly Garden, in memory of their mother, Vera Coyle.

It is membership renewal time and a form has been pro
vided above for you to submit your annual dues. Look
at the address label on this newsletter to see when you
last renewed, Remember, FAA members will be the first
ones to receive the additional educational materials as
they are created.

tIflY4EJTñL

Join us for the Annual Meeting of the Friends of
the ActonArboretum, Inc. onThursdayjune 23,
2005, at the Reading Circle in the Arboretum at
6:30 P.M. (We meet at Town HaU in case of rain).
A two-part business meeting will follow a short so
cial. Alter the meeting, as daylight allows, we will
take a walk through the Arboretum to discuss up
coming projects, including the new lilac garden.
Please join us.

Membership benefits for Friends include: a biannual newsletter, seasonal walks, talks and workshops,
and ciilic pride in a special gift of land usedfor enjoyment and education.

Ak are a grout ofcitizens who core about the

natvral world and share a vision ofpreserv—

ing and enhancing our natural resources for

educational purposes. Friends contribute

time, mon9, lonts and other gifts and

talents in support of the Acton Arboretum in

order to achieve these goals.

Name:

Address

____________________________

Telephone:

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP (CHECK ONE)

INDIVIDUAL $15

I am a NEW MEMBER REtURNING MEMBER

-

E FAMILY $25 D SUPPORTING I $40 D CORPORATE. SiQo

E CONTACT ME FOR VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Commemorativegifis, honoring morriages, births, deaths or other special dates, ore catefuljy
occcepted and recorded in a commemoroti&e listing.

PLEASE DETACH AND MAIL TO: FRIENDS OF THE ACTON ARBORETUM, INC. P.O. BOX 2607 ACTON, MA 01720

President’s Message
Join us on Thursday, June 23rdfor the Friends Annual Meeting

1’;,

________________

The Arboretum is looking better than ever this spring
after many volunteer groups have worked hard once
more to spruce it up for the growing season. Groups
from “regular” gardeners to 7°’ and 12th graders have
devoted many hours to weeding, mulching, painting,
and planting. I invite you to enjoy the Arboretum once
more in all its spring glory.

PHOTO5 View ofthe rhododendron garden from the center of
the Open Meadow, tour stop #5 on the new self-guided tour.
The pyramidal tree at the center is Metasequoia
gjyptostroboides (Dawn Redwood). To its right is Loris
kaempferi (Japanese Larch). This collection demonstrates how
these species can be used in a natural setting.

Cathy Hatheld, President
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